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In the matter of:

COMPLAINT

1.  Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington ("CREW") and
Melenie Sloan bring this complaint before the Federal Election Commission ("FEC™)
seeking an immediate investigation and enforcement action against

Gregory Brown, Gregory Brown for Congress,
for direcz ana serams violadions aof the
Federal Election Campaign Act ("FECA"). '
Compiainants

2.  Complainant CREW is a non-profit corporation, organized under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. CREW is committed o protecting the right of
citizens to be informed about the activities of government officials and to ensuring the
integrity of government officials. CREW is dedicated to empowering citizens to have
an influential voice in government decisions and in fhe governmental decision-making
process. CREW uses a combination of research, litigation, and advocacy to advance its
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3.  Infurtherance of its mission, CREW seeks to expose unethical and illegal
conduct of those involved in government. One way CREW does this is by educating
citizens regarding the integrity of the electoral process and our system of government.
Towurd this end, CREW moniters tie campaign finanee activities of those who nm for
federal offise and publicizts thows who viclste federal campeign fisanoe laws. Threwgh
its website, press minnsts sad other muthods of disiribution; CREW alxo fites cocgiaints
with the FEC whez it disecvens viniatisna of the FECA. Publisizing campeign ftcense
violators and filing complaints with the FEC serves CREW's mission of keeping the
public informed about individuals and entities who violate campaign finance laws and
deterring future violations of campaign finance law.

4.  Inorder to assess whether an individual, candidate, political committee or
other regulated entity is complying with federal campaign finance law, CREW needs
the information contained in receipts and disbursements reports that political committees
mus? file prarsumit to the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. CREW is
hindered in itz prowramscetic adtivity when an individual, cantidate, political
commiites er other saguinmud entity fails to disclose campaign finance informatian in
repacts of recejpis and disbursensents required by the FECA.

S. CREW relies on the FEC's proper administration of tha FECA's reperting
requirements because the FECA-mandated reports of receipts and disbursements are the
only source of information CREW can use to determine if a candidate, political
committee or other regulated entity is complying with the FECA. The proper
administration of the FECA's reporting requirements includes mandating that all reports
of receipts and disbursements required by the FECA are properly and timely filed with
the PEC. CREW is hiixdered in 18 programmatic astivity wixen the FEC fails % properly
administer the FRCA's ruporting 1resuirensents.
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6.  Complainant Melanie Sloan is the executive director of Citizens for
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington, a citizen of the United States and a registered
voter and resident of the District of Columbia. As a registered voter, Ms. Sloan is
entitled to receive iiformation contained in reports of receipts amd disbursements
required by the FECA, 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2); 11 C.F.R. § 104.1. Ms. Sloan is hanued
whan a candidatey palitical committee or other regulated entlty fails to report
campaiga finanos activity s required by the FECA. Sse FEC v. Akins, 524 U.S. 11,
19 (1998), auoting Bucklew v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1, 66-67 (1976) (political committees
must disclose contributors and disbursements to help voters understand who provides
which candidates with financial support). Ms. Sloan is further harmed when the FEC
fails to properly administer the FECA's reporting requirements, limiting her and
CREW'’s ability to review campaign finance information.

Respondents

8.  Gregory Brown was a candidate in the June 8, 2010 South Carolina
primary election seeking the nomination of the Democratic Party to represent the Sixth
Congressional District of South Carolina in the .S, House of Representatives, Gregory
Brown for Congress is the principal campaign committee of Gregory Brown. ‘
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12. Gregory Brown filed a Statement of Candidacy with the FEC on January 27,
2010 designating Gregory Brown for Congress as his principal campaign committee. See
Exhibit 2. Gregory Brown filed a Statement of Intention of Candidacy with the South
Carolina Demovratic Party on March 22, 2010 snd paid the South Cezolina Democratic
Party a filing fee df $3,480 en Mlarch 23, 2010. fh addition, Gregory Browa for Congrens
peid the South Carolias Demncratic Party a fee of $1,200 for a copy of the voter file for
the Sixth Congressionsl District on March 23, 2010, See Exhibit 3. Geegory Brown for
Congress filed a Statement of Organization with the FEC on April 20, 2010. See Exhibit
4, Between April 14, 2010 and June 8, 2010, Gregory Brown for Congress purchased
$3,925 in cable and broadcast television and radio advertising in connection with the June
8, 2010 primary election in South Carolina. See Exhibit 5. Accordingly, Gregory Brown
and/or Gregory Brown for Congress expended in excess of $5,000 seeking election to
Federal office.
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COUNTII

17.  FECA and FEC regulations both require that the principel campaign
committee of a candidate for the House of Representatives or the Senate file quarterly
reports with the FEC no later than the fifteenth day after the last day of each calendar
quarter. 2 U.S.C. § 434(a)(2)(A)Gii) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(a)(1)(i).

18. By failing to file the April 15® Quarterly Report for calendar year 2010,

Grogory Brown, Gregory Brown for

Congress,

willfilly viblated both 2 U.S.C. § 434(e)(2)(A)iii) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(a)(1)(@)-

COUNT HI
19.  FECA and FEC regulations both require that the principal campaign
committee of a candidate for the House of Representatives or the Senate file a pre-
election report with the FEC 12 days before any election in which the candidate is
seeking election. 2 U.S.C. § 434(s)(2)(A)(7) and 11 C.F.R. § 104.5(a)(2)(i).
20.  The 12-Day Pre-Primary Report for the June 8, 2010 Democratic primary
election in South Carolina was due on May 27, 2010.

21. By filing to file the 12-Day Fre-Primary Rsport for the June 8, 2010
Democrstic primary dlection in South Cixolina on Mxy 27, 2010,
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Gregory Brown, Gregory Brown for Congress

knowingly and willfully violated both 2 U.S.C.
§ 434(a)2)(AXD) and 11 C.FR. § 104.5a)2)0).

CONCLUSION
WHEREFORE, Citizens for Responsitlility and Hthics in Washington and
Melanie Slasn request that the Fedosal Election Commission contbxt an invastigation
into these allegations, declare the respomdents to have violated the Federal Election
Campaign Act and applicable FEC regulations, and impose sanctions appropriate to
these violations. The FEC should also take such further action as may be appropriate,
including referring knowing and willful violations to the Department of Justice for

= &

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics
in Washington

1400 Eye Street, N.W.

Suite 450

Washingten, DC 20005

(202) 408-5565 (phone)

(202) 588-5020 (fiax)




Verification

Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington and Melanie Sloan hereby verify
that the statements made in the attached Complaint are, upon information and belief, true.
Swomn pursuant to 18 JJ.S.C. § 1001.

Melanie Sloan
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Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15® day of June, 2010.
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EXHIBIT 2
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